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Advancing Energy Transition and Climale Resilience
on the Road to COP31

MEF26

Jun 01, 2026 — Jun 02, 2026
DoubleTree by Hilton, Skopje

MEF Energy Forum 2026: Advancing Energy Transition and Climate Resilience on the Road to COP31

Monday, June 01, 2026

16:00 — 17:00 MEF Official Opening
Opening remarks:
Agim Selami — Executive Director, MEF Energy Forum/ZIP Institute
Miodrag Milosavljevic — Deputy Director, OSF — Western Balkans
Michalis Rokas — Ambassador, EU Delegation to North Macedonia
Artur Lorkowski — Director, Energy Community Secretariat
Muhamet Hoxha — Minister, Ministry of Environment and Spatial Planning, North Macedonia

Fatma Varank — CEO of COP31 Turkiye/Deputy Minister, Ministry of Environment, Urbanisation and Climate
Change, Turkiye
Hristijan Mickoski — Prime Minister, Government of the Republic of North Macedonia

17:10 — 17:30 Press Conference
17:30 — 18:00 MEF 2026 SUPPORTERS RECOGNITION CEREMONY followed by Greeting Remarks from Platinum
Sponsors:

Daniel Calderon — Alcazar Energy Partners Co-Founder & Managing Partner

Can Keles — Group Business Development Director, Girisim & Europower

18:00 — 18:30 Opening Inspirational Address “The Role of Art and Public Voices in Building Resilient Societies”
Mert Firat — Renowned Turkish Actor and Activist

19:00 — MEF OFFICIAL NETWORKING DINNER

Tuesday, June 02, 2026

09:00 — 09:30 Panel 1: High-Level Leadership Exchange “From Reform to Delivery: Building a
Competitive and Resilient Energy Future”

Moderator:
Nazim Rashiti — Journalist

Speakers:
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Orhan Murtezani — Special Advisor to the Prime Minister of North Macedonia on EU Reform Agenda
Ola Sohlstrom — Ambassador of Sweden to North Macedonia

Martin Pammer — Ambassador of Austria to North Macedonia

Burim Latifi — General Manager, AD MEPSO

Aleksandra Bujaroska — Senior Expert in Environmental Governance, Permitting and Planning, Energy
Community Secretariat

09:30 — 09:45 Company Presentations by

Sedat Akar — General Manager, YESS Power
Zoran Obradovic — Managing Director, wpd Adria

09:45 - 10:40 Panel 2. Road to COP31.: Tiirkiye—Western Balkans Ministerial Dialogue (Co-organized
by the Ministry of Environment and Spatial Planning of North Macedonia)

Moderator:
Umit Sahin — Head of Climate Change Program at Istanbul Policy Center, Sabanci University
Panelists:
Muhamet Hoxha — Minister, Ministry of Environment and Spatial Planning, North Macedonia
Fatma Varank — CEO of COP31, Deputy Minister, Ministry of Environment, Urbanisation and Climate
Change, Turkiye
Driton Hyseni — Deputy Minister, Ministry of Environment and Spatial Planning, Kosovo

Zoran Dabetic — Secretary of State, Ministry of Tourism, Ecology, Sustainable Development and
Northern Region Development, Montenegro

Julian Popov — f. Minister, Ministry of Environment and Water, Bulgaria
10:40 - 11:00 Energy Break powered by Sparkasse Bank

11:00 - 12:00 From Recovery to Resilience: Critical Raw Materials Reclaiming and Sustainable Supply
Chains for the Clean Energy Transition” (in partnership with Open Society Foundations — Western
Balkans)

Special Expert Presentation: Practical Implementation of the Green Agenda to Enhance Energy Security by
Aleksandar KovaCevi¢ — Senior Visiting Research Fellow, Oxford Institute for Energy Studies

Moderator:
Dimitrije Milic — Program Director, The New Third Way, Serbia
Panelists:
Andris Piebalgs — Former European Commissioner for Energy
Matthias Scheibelreiter — Managing Director, Elektrodistribucija
Jelena Djokic — Environmental Expert
Gjorgji Dimov — Dean of Faculty of Natural Sciences, University Goce Delchev Stip

Cagri Cengiz — Business Development Director - Solar & BESS, Girisim & Europower
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12:00 - 13:00 Panel 4. Adaptation and Climate Resilience for Energy Security and the Energy
Transition (in partnership with the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe)
Moderator:
Sylvie Goyet — Deputy Coordinator/Head, Environmental Activities, OSCE
Panelists:
Bakir Krajinovic — Manager of Regional WIGOS Centre, Federal Hydrometeorological Service, BiH
Roberta Boscolo — Climate and Energy Lead, World Meteorological Organization
Rozeta Karova — International Expert on Energy and Climate Law and Policy
Rita Columbia — United Nations Resident Coordinator, North Macedonia

Mehmet Efe Biresselioglu — Provost, Izmir University of Economics, Turkiye

13:00 - 13:20 Energy Break powered by Sparkasse Bank

13:20 - 14:20 Panel 5. Just Transition and Social Inclusion (in partnership with the Open Society
Foundations — Western Balkans)

Moderator:
Sanda Simi¢ Stambolié — Regional Cooperation Advisor, NALED

Panelists:
Heleen Schockaert — Senior Expert on Energy Poverty, REScoop.eu
Toni Konjanovski — Mayor, Municipality of Bitola, North Macedonia
Festime Mjeshtri — Mayor, Municipality of Bulgize, Albania

Mariana Angelova — Secretary General, National Youth Council of North Macedonia
Arian Etemi — CEO, AE Solar Invest

14:20 - 15:30 Panel 6. Capital Meets Infrastructure: Scaling Renewables and Storage (in partnership
with the European Investment Bank)

Moderator:
Biljana Butlevska — Managing Director, Strategers

Panelists:
Bjorn Gabriel — Head of Office, European Investment Bank Representation in North Macedonia
Bogoja Kitanchev — Advisor to the Management Board and Sustainability Manager at NLB Banka Skopje
Francesco Corbo — Regional Head Energy Europe for Western Balkans and Crotia, SIG Group, EBRD
Fani Papagianni — Senior Project Manager, DESFA
Olimpija Hristova Zaevska — Energy & Climate Finance Expert
Piotr Woloszczenko — Principal of Investment Team, Alcazar Energy Partners

Sonja Risteska — Head of Battery Storage Europe Platform, SolarPower Europe

15:30 MEF 2026 CLOSING LUNCH RECEPTION
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